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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
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Exceliency,

traq is approaching 2 desisive moment in its history — the sleations
which. 28 you know, are due to he heid in three months tme,
The United Nations is commitied o doing evervihing possitie, as -
cireumstances petmit, io support Iragi efforts 1o held credible elections and,
more broadly, 1o assist with Iraq’s political transition, pursuant ic e m=ndate
we have been given under Security Council resnlution 1546 of 8 June 2004,

I believe that the fortheoming slsctions are the keystone in a brosder
process to restore stability snd legitinscy in Iraq. If the January 2005 elections
ate t2 contwibute to this eritically important olyjective, and net to fuel further
divisions and instability, it is essential that Guizent sffonis fo atiract 2 broader
spectias of fragis to join the political process shouid succeed. Persvading
elements whe are currentiy alisnesed fow, o skeptical about, the tansiton
proosss to compete politically is keoy to creating & poiitical and seourdty context
that will inspire confidence among all Traqis in the process and allow the full
pariicipation of all seements of socicty in the clectians. T heve congistently
aucouraged &il Iragis to join an inclusive, participatory and Sansparent political

- prosess, which 1 believe could positively impact on the overall seowity

envirgniment.

Against this backdrop, I wish'to share with you my incressing conoorn

- &t the prespect of 2n escalation in viclsuce, which 1 fesy cowd be very

disruptive for Iraq’s political transition. I have in rmind sot only the sk of .
m;mass?d inzwzgent violence, but also reports of major milimry offensives
bemng plaaned by the Multinationa] Force in key localides sush as Paliujah.

His Bxcelleacy

My, George W, Bush

President of the United States of America
W shington, 0.C.
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I wish to express to you my particular concem about the safety and
protection of civilians, Fighting is likely to take place mostly in densely
populeted urbao areas, with an obvious risk of civilisn casusliies. But § slso
weary about the aegative Impact that major military assauits. int which the main
Gurden seetms bound to be borme by Araerivan foroes, sre likely 4o kave on the
prospects for encouraging o broeder participation by Iragis in the nolitical
process, including in the elections.

Qf vourse, T understand that there is an impesative nesd to restore
secunty trotghout Irag. But I equally believe thet, uitimately, the problem of
insecurity cap enly be addressed through dislogue and an inclusive pofitical
process. It i therefore irmportant to guard ageinst policiec that are
irreconcilable with that objective or create new obsiacizs, through sotiogs that
nauld either directly or indirectly underming the politicel process. The threat or
actual use of force not only risks déepening the sense of alinnation of certain
communities, but would also reinfares perceptions smong fhe Itagi populstion:
vf a continued military ccoupation.

i believe that these concoms ave particularly relevant in Haht of the
variqus initiatives that are being taken to address, through political dialegue,
the grizvances of certain Iragi constituencles, partionisrly among fragi
nationalists. { welcome the efforts of Pritne Minister Allzwi in s regard,
including by encouraging a delegation of the Inierim Netional Couneil o
mediate with 2 delegation of civic ledders from Faliujak. Similarly,

I weleome reports of 2n impending initiative by a coalition of Trag) nationsiist
groups; who would be willing to join fhe political process and pecticipste in the
siestions, subject to certain requirements. This could be an importan: politesl
opportunity. These eforts should therefore be given the neeossary lime and
space 1o succeed, as they reflect the welcoms beginning of a willingness to
zagage in sustained dialogue in 2 spirit of compromise, i seems to ma
essential that the Interim Iragi Government and the Coalition should saize suck
opportusiiies, at 2 time when Iraqis need to come sogeiher ;o put thelr country
back on 2 stabls path towards national retonciistion. :

The United Nations and my Special Representative in Baghdad
Wir. :ﬁmsh.;-sf Uazi, stand ready to faciiitete dislogue and acsist in TV MAILNEE
poszibic a successful transitional process, in fsifiliment of our mandsie,
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The challenge of forging 2 conducive political and SetuTity
Snvironment for succsssful elections within a very shoit period of time ig
formidable. 1t is extremely tmporiant that it should sucvesd, and that nothing
be dame that has the effect of increasing allenation and polatization in Faq.

1, and all my colleagues at the United Nations Seorstarias, w = 10 halp, But we
sead & conducive environment if elections ere to produce 4 pusitive effet

This s the moment for redoubling efforts to bresk the oysie of violence and
open & aew chapter of inclusiveness and national reconsilistion. 1 &7
corunifted to warking closely with the United States and other key mambers of
the Interaational community, as well as witk the Iragi leadership, to help the
Iragi people to delermine their iture peacefilly.

1 g writing in similar terms to Prime Minister Alsws and Prime
Mipister Blair. .

Fleass accept, Excellency, the assuragoes of my highest consideration,

ofid, Anvan



